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KHPA Board Meeting May 19, 2009 
 

MINUTES 
 

Board Members Attending Via Conference Phone: 
Rob Kaplan 
Dr. Vernon Mills 
Arneatha Martin 
Ned Holland 
Susan Page 
Garen Cox 
 
All Remaining Board Members in Attendance 
 
Guests: 
Laura Howard, Deputy Secretary, KS Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services 
Linda Sheppard, Director, KS Insurance Department. 
 
Ex-Officio Members Absent: 
Duane Goossen, Secretary, KS Department of Administration 
Alexa Posny, Commissioner, KS Department of Education 
Sandra Praeger, Commissioner, KS Insurance Department 
Don Jordan, Secretary, KS Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services 
 
Joe Tilghman, Board Chair 
Board Chair Tilghman called the meeting to order. 
 
The draft minutes from the April 21, 2009 Board meeting were reviewed. 
 ACTION: Motion was made, seconded and carried to approve the Board minutes as written. 
 
Board Chair Tilghman welcomed Ken Daniel to the KHPA Board as his appointment to the Board was 
confirmed by the Senate on May 1st.  Secretary Kathy Greenlee, Department on Aging, was congratulated on her 
recent nomination as U.S. Assistant Secretary to Aging, which will be subject to approval by the Senate Health 
Committee, followed by the full Senate. 
 



 

 

Dr. Andy Allison, Deputy Director 
Dr. Allison reported on the Nursing Facility Provider Tax Workgroup. The Provider Assessment Technical 
group met May 6th and is scheduled to meet again June 9th.  Key decisions to be made before the proposal is 
presented at the Board August meeting relate to:  which providers will be included in the tax base, effective 
date, base year to be included in the tax, the allocation of funding.  The Provider Tax Workgroup will discuss 
too the recommendation that 40% of the revenue will be used as an enhancement to provider rates, 30% 
dedicated to quality improvement through reimbursement and the remaining revenue to be determined later.  
The Provider Tax Workgroup will meet the end of July to make final recommendations, in order to make 
presentation to the August 18th Board meeting. 
 
Joe Tilghman, Board Chair 
Board Chair Tilghman introduced Mr. Tom Lenz from MatrixPointe LLC, a company which is based out of 
Lincoln, NE specializing in providing health care consulting services.  MatrixPointe LLC had been engaged by 
the KHPA to conduct an independent review of the determinations made by the KS Department of Social and 
Rehabilitation Services related to “extraordinary” funding for 43 Community Living Opportunities (CLO) 
residents.  The request for this review was to ensure compliance with the policies established for this 
developmentally disabled population. 

• Mr. Lenz advised that, after meeting with representatives from the CLO and Community Developmental 
Disability Organization (CDDOs), it was determined the findings focused on two key areas:  a) whether 
the SRS Secretary had authorization for the extraordinary funding and b) if there had been adequate 
supporting documentation.  

• MatrixPointe determined that there had been sufficient authority within the Kansas statutes and 
regulations for the SRS Secretary to make the funding decision; however there appeared to be lack of 
documentation for the 43 cases supporting that decision. 

• Mr. Lenz had two recommendations for the Board to consider:  1) eligibility for these 43 clients be re-
determined immediately and documented, using the Surveillance Utilization Review System (SURS) 
currently in place and 2) the State reconsider its decision to delegate the responsibility for making these 
decisions regarding extraordinary funding to the CDDO’s.  

• Board Chair Tilghman then reviewed the KHPA Board Resolution with the Board members, which 
proposed a Board motion to receive the consultant’s report on extraordinary funding for residents of the 
CLO with the Board members. There was Board discussion.  

• No action was taken on the Resolution draft motion.   
• ACTION:  Board Chair Tilghman advised that:  a) KHPA will proceed with the SURS review of the 43 

cases to redetermine eligibility; and b) it was decided to invite Mr. Lenz back to review the findings in 
great detail at the June Board Strategic Planning meeting.  

 
Dr. Marci Nielsen, Executive Director 
Dr. Nielsen reviewed the KHPA operational budget with the Board and provided an overview of the impact the 
budget reductions will have to the agency.  She reviewed the three separate budget reductions imposed by the 
2009 Legislature and advised that more discussion will be held at the June Board Strategic Planning meeting.    
 
Dr. Andy Allison, Deputy Director 

• Dr. Allison discussed a grant opportunity through the Health Resources Service Administration (HRSA) 
that could be used toward the design and implementation of eligibility and enrollment system for SCHIP 
and Medicaid. KHPA is working with Kansas Action for Children, Kansas Association for the Medically 
Underserved and the Kansas Health Institute to apply for this five-year multi-million dollar State Health 
Access Program grant.  

• Dr. Allison updated the Board on the status of the Mental Health Prescription Drug Advisory 



 

 

Committee. This committee is scheduled to have their first meeting June 24th. The committee will focus 
on safety issues around Mental Health Prescription Drugs and identifying strategies that will improve 
mental health medication.    

 
Scott Brunner, Chief Financial Officer 
Mr. Brunner shared with the Board the KHPA expenditure report through April 30, 2009.  
 
Joe Tilghman, Board Chair 

ACTION:  Motion was made to go into executive session to discuss a matter with legal counsel 
until 3:15 pm, seconded and carried. The executive session ended at the appointed time; the 
public meeting resumed. 
ACTION:  Motion was made, seconded and carried to appoint Andrew Allison as the acting 
Executive Director of KHPA beginning June 1, 2009 and until such time that a permanent 
Executive Director has been appointed by the KHPA Board.  This position will be subject to 
Senate confirmation.  

 
Joe Tilghman, Board Chair 
There were no Public Comments received. Meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


